
You  ha ve ju st donw loaded a  5-pa g e docu m ent abou t K EO, the Archeolog ica l Bird of the Fu tu re.  
It w a s orig ina lly w ritten to accom pa ny K EO's first pu blic exhibition a t U NESCO Headqu a rters, M a y 97.  
Enjoy you r reading  ! And share you r com m ents w ith u s throu g h ek o@ k eo.org  ! 

KEO 
 

the Archeological Bird of the Future
 

 
 
K EO is a  sa tellite that w ill be la u nched into spa ce in 20 0 1 for a  long  
jou rney orbiting  Pla net Ea rth, retu rning , sa fe a nd sou nd, in som e 50 ,0 0 0  
yea rs. 
It w ill then a ct a s ou r m esseng er to ou r dista nt descend a nts, delivering  to 
them , inta ct, ou r com m on offering  : a  "Fresco of M essa g es", m a d e u p of 
a ll the m essa g es tha t ea ch of u s, inha bita nts of tod a y's Ea rth, w ishes to 
pass on to the fu tu re. 
 
1999 w ill see the la u nch of a n interna tiona l inform a tion ca m pa ig n, 
inviting  everyone of u s to feed K EO w ith ou r thou g hts, ou r hopes a nd 
ou r drea m s, a s a  pictu re of ou rselves to send to ou r dista nt descend a nts. 
 
Throu g h the im petu s of J ea n-M a rc Philippe, a rtist a nd project 
conceptor, com panies, institu tions a nd stu d ent eng ineers specia lized in 
spa ce technolog ies a re a lrea d y w ork ing  volu nta rily on the constru ction of 
this sa tellite, com bining  their k now -how  to ena ble it to sa fely cross the 
centu ries a nd m illenniu m s. 
 
 



W hen spa ce/tim e is ha iling  u s 
 
By sending  a  m essa g e to the fu tu re inhabita nts of Ea rth throu g h spa ce and 
tim e, K EO invites u s to join in a n u nu su a l m om ent of reflection on both ou r 
history a nd ou r destiny. 
 
2,5 m illion yea rs  a go, M a n m ade his first tools. 50 0 ,0 0 0  yea rs  a go, he 
dom estica ted fire. 10 0 ,0 0 0  yea rs  a go, he sta rted bu rying  his dead. 50 ,0 0 0  
yea rs  a go, he crea ted art. La ter ca m e the w riting , the relig ions, the la w s and 
philosophy. M ore recently, w e saw  the advent of the printing  press, the 
indu stria l evolu tion a nd the expa nsion of interna tiona l trade. And now  w e see 
a disconcerting  a ccelera tion of ou r developm ent, com m u nica tion at the speed 
of lig ht, control of nu clea r energ y, conqu est of spa ce a nd m ost recently 
g enetic m anipu la tion. 
In 50 , 0 0 0  yea rs, w ha t w ill Life be lik e? W ill M a n still inhabit Ea rth? W ill he 
be endow ed w ith new  senses? W ha t w ill everyda y life look  lik e? W hich 
cou rse w ill History ta k e ? W ha t w ill be the su ccesses? The defea ts? W ill 
there be ha rm ony betw een living  beings? …  
 
It's an u nu su a l invita tion to im a g ine ou r ow n fu tu re, to drea m  w ha t life cou ld 
be lik e…  Free you r m ind …  ra tiona l think ing  w ill be of little help. 
 
 
 
The hu m a n k a leidoscope revea ls itself 
 
By offering  ea ch of u s  an equ a l space for free expression (fou r typew ritten 
u ncensored pa g es), this project hopes to becom e a  com m on endea vou r for u s 
w hich w ill resu lt in a  collective w ork , a k a leidoscope throu g h w hich ou r 
differences a nd persona l richness w ill a ppear.  
  
W e a re a ll invited to lea ve a  m essa g e for the g enera tions to com e : a  m essa g e 
to sha re ou r aspira tions, ou r reason for living , to express ou r dou bts and ou r 
beliefs.  
Throu g h the different responses to this sam e qu estion - w ha t do you  w ish to 
pass on to the dista nt inherita nts of Ea rth in 50 ,0 0 0  yea rs?- a nd the 
inform a tion ea ch a u thor w ill be ask ed to g ive abou t him self (first a nd last 
na m e (optiona l), da te of birth a nd na tiona lity, issu ing  cou ntry, type of 
em ploym ent, pu rsu its or hobbies, a nd other, possibly ethnic g rou ps, relig iou s 
beliefs, politica l affilia tions, … ), the "Fresco of M essa g es" m ig ht a llow  u s to 
perceive throu g h new  eyes ou r com m on va lu es a nd ou r deep aspira tions. It 
w ill a llow  u s to g ive a  voice to the diverg ences a nd com m ona lties betw een 
cu ltu res, betw een g enera tions and betw een rela tives. 
 
This "Fresco of M essa g es" - w here the w ords from  the chief of an Africa n 
villa g e, a  w inner of the Nobel Price for Econom ics, a  child from  the fa velas 
or a  child from  ou r w ell-to-do cou ntries, a  nu n or a politicia n w ill be placed 
side by side -  cou ld g ive rise to a  new  a w a reness of one a nother. All the 



m essa g es for K EO, the Archeolog ica l Bird of the Fu tu re w ill be dissem ina ted 
to the m edia  a nd m ade u niversally a va ilable for a ccess on the Internet. 
Additiona lly the m essag es w ill be distribu ted in school system s  and all 
m a nner of edu ca tiona l m edia . By sha ring  ou r thou g hts, ou r concerns and ou r 
qu estions for the w orld of the fu tu re, w e m ig ht be able to bring  the w orld of 
today closer tog ether. 
 
 
 
Crea ting  the a rcheolog y  of tom orrow  
 
Preserved in space from  a ll possible ca taclysm s on Ea rth of hu m a n or cosm ic 
orig in a nd preserved w ithin ou r satellite from  the a g g ressiveness of space 
environm ent (see technica l description), ou r "Fresco of m essages" w ill resist 
the erosion of tim e a nd arrive inta ct in the ha nds of Earth's inhabita nts in 
50 ,0 0 0  years. 
Ou r w ords w ill then enable the w orld of toda y to be revived in the w orld of 
tom orrow . 
 
In com plem ent to ou r m essa g es, w e w ill a lso send a m ore fa ctu a l im a g e of 
today by crea ting  a  contem pora ry "Libra ry of Alexandria " tha t w ill g ive a  
ra tiona l description of u s a nd ou r tim e by describing  ou r level of 
developm ent, ou r body of k now ledg e, cu stom s  and beliefs, the sta te of ou r 
pla net a nd toda y's living species as  w e cu rrently u ndersta nd it. 
 
Beyond the "Fresco of M essag es" a nd "the contem pora ry Libra ry of 
Alexa ndria " w hich w ill be dig ita lized and stored on g lass discs, K EO w ill 
a lso ca rry a  few  sym bolic offering s tha t w ill be m ore lively a nd easily 
u ndersta ndable : 
 
• A view  of today's Ea rth eng ra ved on the sa tellite's interna l spherica l 
envelope so tha t it w ill be im m edia tely visible to K EO's finders, annou ncing  
a t once the im m easu rable va lu e of this stra ng e object fa llen from  the sk y. It 
w ill depict the contou rs of seas  and continents tha t w ill ha ve cha ng ed w ith 
clim a te a ltera tions and g eolog ica l shifts, and the cu rrent soil distribu tion, 
w ilderness - forests, deserts, ice fields - a nd m an-cu ltiva ted or -inhabited 
la nds. 
 
• At the core of the sa tellite, portra its of m en, w om en, a nd children, 
representa tive of the va riou s ra ces a t the daw n of the third m illenniu m , w hich 
w ill tend to blend tog ether w ith fu tu re g enera tions. 
 
• An a rtificia l dia m ond w ill hold three preciou s g ifts : a  s a m ple of sea  w a ter, 
a  s a m ple of the a ir w e brea the, and som e fertile soil, a ttesting  to the present 
sta te of the k ey elem ents w ithou t w hich w e w ou ld not exist. 
 
• Fina lly a  "clock " : astronom ica l data  specifying  the cu rrent speed of 
different radio pu lsar, allow ing  them  to ca lcu la te by com pa rison the da te of 
the K EO's la u nch. 



 
 
 
Technolog ies a s poetry 
 
M ea nt to sta nd the test of tim e, K EO is m ade possible by sta te-of-the-a rt 
technolog ies. 
 
As a passive sa tellite, it w ill com e ba ck  to its na tive soil responding  to the 
pressu re of sola r radia tion, the lu na r a nd pla neta ry a ttra ction, the la w s of 
ballistics a nd the slow ing  effect g enerated by Ea rth's atm osphere. 
To insu re a  s afe retu rn to its payload, it needs a n extrem ely resista nt body. Its 
strong  externa l envelope, m ade from  severa l distinct shells, w ill protect it 
from  the da ng ers of a  long  flig ht in space's hostile environm ent (cosm ic ra ys, 
debris, m eteorites, tem pera tu re va riations, atom ic oxyg en, … ). Upon its 
retu rn, its therm a l a nd anti-shock  shields, loca ted interna lly, w ill k eep it from  
a ll ha rm  w hile crossing  the dense a tm ospheric la yers u pon la nding . Its 
bu oya ncy w ill k eep it a floa t in case of sea  reception, allow ing  it join the 
coast follow ing  the cu rrents. 
 
In this strang e a nd robu st vessel, the Fresco of M essa g es a nd the 
contem pora ry Libra ry of Alexa ndria  w ill be preserved from  the harm fu l 
effects of tim e, tha nk s to a  hig hly resista nt stock ing  process : eng ra ving  on 
tita niu m  nitra te pla ted discs m ade ou t of tou g hened g lass. To help ou r 
descendants, an expla na tion of how  to read and decode them  w ill be inclu ded 
in "easy-a ccess" sym bols.  
 
Technolog ies a re serving  this project to m a k e it technica lly possible, bu t they 
a re a lso diverted from  their u su a l pu rpose to add tou ches of poetry to the 
project. 
 
• First of a ll, to offer w ings  to this satellite, tra nsform ing  it into a  Bird. Sha pe 
m em ory alloy* hing es w ill g ive the satellite's sola r pa nels a  w ing -lik e 
m ovem ent, enabling  K EO to fly a nd g lide lik e a  la rg e m ig ra tory bird du ring  
its first ten yea rs of flig ht. K EO w ill then pu rsu e its jou rney g liding  back  to 
Ea rth, responding  to the pressu re of sola r radia tion, the la w s of ballistics and 
the slow ing  effect g enera ted by Ea rth’s atm osphere. 
 
• Bu t a lso to a llow  it to a nnou nce its retu rn throu g h a  la rg e illu m ina tion in 
the sk y. A few  hou rs before la nding , K EO w ill crea te a  la rg e visible strea m  
of lig ht in the sk y resem bling  the northern lig hts, as  its specia lly prepa red 
therm a l shield hea ts w hile crossing  the dense la yers of the a tm osphere : a sort 
of a rtificia l a u rora borealis. 
 
 
W hen people u nite in a  com m on vision, a ll thing s a re possible  
 



K EO is m ade possible by the w ill of m en a nd w om en, w ho chose to com bine 
their ca pabilities for the sa k e of this endea vou r. It is therefore being  rea lized 
exclu sively throu g h dona tions in k ind and com petence from  com pa nies, 
institu tions and priva te individu a ls. Not requ iring  a ny fina ncia l su pport, this 
project preserves its fu ll tra nspa rency, far from  a ny com m ercia l a im , and 
prevents itself from  a ny criticism  of a  possible better u se of the fu nds it 
w ou ld have requ ired. 
 
As of today, the sa tellite constru ction a nd the da ta  eng ra ving  a re g u a ra nteed 
tha nk s to the g enerou s and enthu siastic im plica tion of com pa nies, 
Aerospa tia le, Dig ipress, Intespace, institu tions, C.E.A. a nd eng ineer schools, 
Su p'Aéro a nd Ecoles des M ines. 
 
It is now  tim e to g a ther benevolent energ ies to insu re a  w orldw ide 
com m u nica tion ca m paig n a nd collection of m essa g es : tra nsla tion of the 
project into the a ppropria te cu ltu ra l m eta phors, elabora tion of 
com m u nica tion m ediu m , identifica tion of "spok espeople" w ho w ou ld 
endorse the project thereby prom pting  their com pa triots to pa rticipate, 
involvem ent of institu tiona l a nd inform al m edia , federa tion of nu m erou s 
stru ctu res enabling  a  la rg e collection of m essa ges (associa tions, chu rches, 
schools, u niversities, post offices, em bassies, internet, … ).  
 
After the technolog ica l cha lleng e, this project now  has to ta k e u p the 
cha lleng e of g iving  to everyone a n equ a l cha nce to pa rticipa te in this 
collective endea vou r, despite the differences in com m u nica tion infrastru ctu re 
a nd in level of illitera cy a m ong  the popu la tions. In this respect, the BDDP 
G rou p has joined in to to conceive the necessa ry com m u nica tion produ cts 
a nd Babel@ sta l to crea te ou r w ebsite w w w .k eo.org , w hich w ill open April 
98. Discu ssions are u nderw a y w ith as diverse non-g overnm enta l 
org a niza tions as the Unesco Clu bs and Schools, Internationa l Edu ca tion, the 
Federation of Rota ry Clu bs, Interna tional Bu siness Netw ork , the Va tican and 
the M u slim  W orld Lea g u e, so tha t ea ch inhabita nt hears of the project as  
least once. 
 
 
 
Bottle to the sea  intended for ou r dista nt descend a nts, a t the crossing  of 
the sym bolic fu nction a nd the cu rrent technolog ica l k now -how , K EO, the 
Archeolog ica l Bird of the Fu tu re, m ea ns to crea te in his ow n m a nner a n 
éla n a m ong  the m en a nd w om en of tod a y. 
 
From  the overw helm ing  d ista nce in tim e to w hich it projects u s, it invites 
u s to im a g ine a  fu tu re for m a nk ind, fa r from  the constra ints of the 
m om ent. At the lig ht of this idea l, K EO com pels u s to reconsider ou r 
persona l a nd collective choices a nd to reexa m ine the u se w e m a k e of the 
exceptiona l ca pa bilities ou r species is endow ed w ith.  

 
 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------- 
If you  w a nt m ore inform a tion or if you  w ou ld lik e to contribu te to this project, 
plea se conta ct  J ea n-M a rc Philippe or K a rin J estin 

65 bis, bou leva rd Bru ne - F -75 0 14  Pa ris - Fra nce 
E-m a il : jm philippe@ k eo.org   &  k jestin@ k eo.org  


